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‘Responsibi lity fouCuba -

WITH the anti - Castro in-

. vasion of Cuba apparently at an
end, and the rebel movement at
least temporarily in eclipse, sec-

,."¢nd-gu%§£§; are out in full force,

!, 'and .the Tonsensus ¢
) that ’i&mtate %

week rests upon the man now in
the White House.

To his credit, he is, shouldermg (
the full responsibility, blaming |
,nobody else.. He received con- .
“flicting advice' from' his. subordi- °
nates and had to make’the best
decision he couldIf; indeed, Mr.
Kenneé& Has madela wxong de-

dered B
- Ther *been a con{fiuing. g
Mdearth ol"information; ‘it §n5w' clsiBn on Cuba, *he is wise

" beginning . to. flow, although
_Americans may never know the
! full story, Therg is reason to fear

‘that tha full story, if and when

ma own, might have a worse

ff fthé'm the U-2 flight over

Russia, «if it has not already.

- Magy reasons are a551gned for
:-whﬁf%ust be admifted to be
i-the U. S, blupder.in Cuba. One
\ is that the invasion was not co-
ordinated with the underground
| movements inside Cuba. Another
is that intelligence sources over-
-estimated Cuban desn"‘g and ca-
« pacity fo rise up Inst Cas-
“tro's well - equippe® army #nd’
mxlma }(et another is that it
*was simbly a caSe<ofitoo Lifle,
! too late. Some& may argue, too,
»that we had no moral right to
intervene in Cuba. o
! Such Washington pundits as
{ James Reston of the New.York
Times and Richard Wilson of the
YCowles publications have written-
. articles freely alluding to  the
1 U. S. intervention in the lament-
s able Cuban invasion and the re-
sponsnbﬂlty of President Kennedy
himself for the decision to give
backing to the Cuban rebels.

One spokesmdn of the Kennedy
administration thréw in the en-
vtirely gratuitous remark that the
.whole invasion had first been
conceived (but never executed)
by the Eisenhower administra-
tlon This undoubtedly was the
Yease, but the responsibility for.
what happened in Cuba last

"&ibtigh to know the buck stops
6n his desk.

However, an investigation of
intélligence and guefrilla war-
fare—how, to wage it and counter :
it-—has been promised, to be con-
ducted. by Attorney General (
Robert Kennedy and iormer}
Army, Chief of Staff Maxwell Tay- !
e implicatioh is strong

. the>Cenfral Intelligence
Agenty.which 3pparently also{
was m syrprise in the Al-
gerian cou’gy—wﬂlpbe the chief '
target of the probe,:Many Amer-
jcans will nind it élsturbmg that
the President finds it necessary ,
to have a formal look-see into
his highest ‘intelligence agency, ,
with whose operations he must
be presymed fo be fully ac-
quainted. 1

Nevértheless, the duty of Amer-
.4cans-is clear—to close ranks be-
hind the -President, as 1espon-k
,sible Republican leaders already
give the appearance of doing in'
their conferences with Mr. Ken-;
nedy. Presidents elected by both~
political parties must share re-
sponsibility for the disrepair ofy
our hemispheric fences and the,
monumental failure of U. S. for-,
eign policy from the beginning to%
assess accurately and deal ac-
cordingly with Casiro Cuba. The
months ahead are going to be]
difficult ones for the Unite
States in the Western Hemi-
sphere; narrow partisanship will
do nothing to lessen the diffi-
culty. !
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